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Earl of Mancheſter. 


D', be the Honour, My Lon p, to take 

IL-7 this Diſcoarſe into Tour Patronage; the 

Title beſpeaks the Merit of the Subject, it 

is that You eſpous'd, and protetted in the wor t 
of Times with a diftinguiſhed Zeal. 


Rebellious, and give me Leave to ſay, That the 
Author's View is to ao good, to contribute his beſt 


Nation, miſerably divided by the Artifices of 
Romiſh Emiſſaries. 


Credit and Reputation to my Deſign ;, a | ork 


Fas hath the h to go abroad under the 
2 i Fe 


A 


The Subject is Uſeful in Times diſpos'd to be 
Offices to ſettle Common Peace aud Quiet in this 


Tour Great Name, My LoR D, will give 


The Right Honourable 11 95 
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= Patronage of MANCHESTER, can want 
'. 20 Encomium; MANCHESTER, 4 Noble 
. ( "Hereditary Title, in Tour Perſon adorn'd with 
All thoſe Publick and Private Vertues, which 
Juſiij qualify. Tour Honour, to ſerve the State 
n one of the Highest Offices. of Trait, to be 4 
Miſe and Faithful Councellor, to be a True Pa- 
triot, and 4 Bright Ornament to the Church of 
, May the Church and State long enjoy the Bleſ 
fing of Jour Council and Example, and may Jou, 
when Jou have done all the good, Jour Great God 
bath for Iod to do upon Earth, everlaſtingl) 
enjoy the Bleſſed Reward of Doing wel. 


£0 
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a 
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f This u the Hearty Prayer, 
My Honour'd Lo Rp, 
of Your-Lorpsnie's, 


Moſt Obedient, 
e % IO 


Moſt Humble Servant, 


/ 


bd - 4 —— 
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x þ , . 2 
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Aniony Holbrook. 


oh. 


Tirvs 11 1. 


Put them in mind to be ſubj elt to 


Principalities aud Penn, to 
obey MagiStrates 


5 as Duty of 3 to Poli- 
Fa tical Superiors, hath been ſo va- 
If rioully repreſented by Perſons of 


Church of God, that it is become 
3 ee for a ſubordinate Miniſter of 
the Goſpel to touch upon this Controverted 
Point; and, indeed, if St. Paul had not made 
it a Branch of our Paſtoral Office, To put our 
People in mind to be ſubject to Principalities and 


Powers, Common Prudence wou'd direct us 


to paſs by a Subject, that carries ſuch diffe- 


rent Faces, in the Opinions and Intereſts of 


Mankind. 


It is a Matter of Wonder, that ſo plain 5 


and eaſy a Precept as this is, Let 
every Soul be ſubject to the higher _ Rom. xiii, r. 
1 e be turned into ſuch 


various 


Stations, and Characters in the 
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6 The Duty of Obedience 


various Shapes, as it 15, in the Political Plans 
of Men ; or that the Miniſters of Chriſt, who 
have this Rule before them, to pat their 
Hearers in mind to be ſubject to Principalities 
and Powers, ſhould miſtake the Nature of their 
Office in chis eaſy Caſe ; but mercenary Views, 
and the fond Aﬀectation of being wite above 
what is written, have ſet out het: Precepts in 
Dreſſes ſuited to the aſpiring Genius of Gover- 
nors, and to the prevalent Humours of parti- 
cular Ages. bl OF OT YR 
Hence, as is cuſtomary, in Caſes, where 
there is . Oppoſition , unguarded Diſputants 
have efpous'd the Extreams of the Queſtion; 
one Stde hath ran the Authority of Supreme 
Governors above the Laws and Conſtitution, 
and made the Prerogative a Shelter for Tyran- 
ny and Oppreſſion, whilſt the other Side hath 
ſtrip'd it of thole Natural Branches of Power, 
which are abſolutely neceſſary to keep up the 
_ Granqure of Government, and to prelerve the 
Peace and Welfare of the Community. 
- In ſpeaking to my Text, I ſhall endeavour 
to avoid thote dangerous Rocks, that appear 
upon the Extream Points of this Subject of 
Political Obedience, and to open as clearly and 
methodically, as I can, theſe following Parti- 
„ wah: 8 5 
Firſt, The juſt Nature of the Chriſtian 
Duty of Submiſſion to Printipalities and 


Se⸗ 


£ 


wo 7 


to Civil Government. 7 


rie Duty that is incumbent. 
upon the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to 
inculcate this Duty of Polis ical Submiſ- 

Thirdiyj, The Aggravations of the Caſe of 
our Preſent Rebellion. 


Firſt, 1 ſhall open the juſt Nature of the 
Chriſtian Duty of Submiſſion to FP rincipalities 
aud Powers : Political Government is an Or- 
dinance of God, inſtituted for the good of 
Men : We learn out of the Book of Wiſdom, 
that came from above; that there is 
no Power but of God; that whoſoever paige 8 | 

 reſſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordi- Too 
nance of God: God Almighty is the Fountain 
and Original of all Power, who, for the good _. .| 
of Men, delegates Authority to the Supreme ; 
Magiſtrates upon Earth, to govern the People 
that are under their Care with Juſtice and 
Equity ; and the Supreme Magiſtrates in the 
Exerciſe of Lawful Power, act by Vertue of ; 
a Commiſſion from, and in Subordination to 
certain Branches of Authority, deputed to 
them by God, and all Reſiſtance to thoſe Su- 
a preme Magiſtrates, ruling by Law, and exe- 
cuting the Laws, in a manner agreeable to 
National Conſtitutions, is Rebellion againſt 
a the Eternal God, and Rebellion againſt the | 
5 State; for this Reſiſtance is carry'd up to the 
Eternal God, in, and thro? the Supreme Magi- 
ſtrates, acting by a Commiſſion from God; 
» ſor the Perſon who acts by a Commiſſion 
8 | om 


8 The Duty of Obedience 
from another, in the Execution of the Powers 
of his Commiſſion, repreſents the Perſon from 
whom he received the Commiſſion ; and Diſ- 
obedience and Reſiſtance to his Power, is Diſ- 
obedience and Reſiſtance againſt the Original 
of his Power. „ 
_ . Secondly, This Political Submiſſion is not 
only due to the Supreme Magiſtrate, who hath 
his Commiſſion, and Power immediately from 
God, the Fountain of all Power ; but alſo to 
all inferior, and ſubaltern Officers of State, 

who act by a Commiſſion from the Supreme 
Magiſtrate, in different Degrees according to 

the Nature of their Characters and Offices; 

ax Political Power is but one, altho' it is dif- 
pEns'd. by ſeveral Hands; for the Power of 
the Subaltern Magiſtrate, 1s the Power of the 
Supreme Magiſtrate, who, for the good of 
the Community, over which he preſides, and 
for the caſier diſpatch of municipal Juſtice, 
delegates Authority to ſome ſelect Subjects, 
ro diſpenſe ſeveral Branches of the Supreme 

Power, and whatever Acts of Authority theſe 

- Subalcera Officers do by Vertue of, and in 

Subordination. to their Commiſſion from the 
Supreme Magiſtrate, they are the Acts and 

Deeds of the Supreme Magiſtrate, and Reſi- 

ſtance made againſt thoſe in the Execution of 

their Lawtul Power, is carry'd up to the Su- 
preme Magiſtrate, and thro' him to God Al- 
mighty, the Original of all natural and mu- 
Nicipal Power. * 


. * 


, 
3 


My 


4 Supreme; to the higher Powers; Eb 


of a Regard to thoſe Eternal Judgments G94 


thee for good. 


ſcience ſake ; not purely out of Fear of that 


TY — 
3 - — * 


» Civil Government. 9 "4 


MV Text "rakes - in both theſe” Cales, Put. 
oh in mind to be ſubject to Principalities aud 
Powers, to obey Magiſtrates; &Qx&is, to the King 


— 


vid. unto Governors, as unto them A 
that are ſent by the higher Pow- f Pet. ii, 13. | 
ers; and the Reaſon of this Sub-  Rem.xiit.1,q 


miſſion is comprehended in theſe 


Words, For they are the Miniſters of God, to 


This en to Civil Power upon the 
Terms of the Goſpel, is due not i 
only for Wrath, but alſo for Con- 17 + 


Sword, which he beareth not in Vain, but to exe- 
cute W rath upon thoſe that do evil; bur alſo out 


hath revealed from Heaven, againſt thoſe e- 
vil People who reſiſt this Ordinance of his. „ 

"Thirdly, Submiſſion to Political Governors, 1 
is a ſtanding and immutable Rule of natural 
and revealed Religion, abſolutely neceſſary in 
the Nature of the Thing itſelf, to preſerve the 


Peace and Order of human Societies, and to i 
make the Combinations of Men, Securities 4 


and this Submiſſion conſiſts in the decent and 
regular Subordination of the Members of the 
Society to their reſpective Superiors, accor- 
ding to the Poktical Ordinances of the Place, 


where they live. 
* 


and Fences, Helps and Conveniences in Life ; 4 
| 


This ſeems to me to be the jult Nature of i 


Political Submiſſion ; the Word of God doth f 
„ not 
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not "meddle with. this Caſe ; It commands all 
- Now in general, to be ſubject to the higher 
Powers, and charges the Miniſters of the 
Church of Chriſt, Jo put them in mind to be 
Ke to Principalities| and Pawers,: without 
- ſpecifying; in particular Caſes, of determining 
the mealſures ot this Obedience; and ſince 
there is no Caſe ſpecifyd in the Word of God, 
wherein Reſiſtance. to Supreme Powers is al- 
low'd, and municipal Conſtitutions have been 
ever tender and cautious in this Point, fore- 
ſeeing the great Abuſe, a wicked Generation 
of wicked Men would be apt. tp make of ſuch 
ſpecifications. | 

I preſume the Duty of the Miniſters of God 
in this Caſe, is, to inculcate the general Scrip- 
ture Rules of Obedience, without running 
them out into Niceties, for it is criminal in 
deputed Officers to exceed the plain Terms of 
their Commiſſion, or to interpret it with equi- 
table Conſtructions, for in ſo doing, they act 
Cas we ſay) without Book, and exceed the 
Powers of their Commiſſion; and what we 


muſt ſay, and can ſafely ay, upon the Point 


of Submiſſion to Civil Government, is, that 
vVe mult obey the Powers that are, when they 
govern by Law for Conſcicace fake; and that 
all Reſiſtance made againſt Civil Government, 
executing the Laws, without a ſpecial Repen- 
«tance, will bring upon ſuch ee goat 


Damnation. 
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x Fourthly, In the Account our Lord hath left wa 


4 


bad 9 
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us of the Condition of his Kingdom, which 
Was not to be ſet up in this Worldy 7 
It is evident his deſigu was, not John xviii., 
to make any Alteration in the Ci 3% 
vil Eſtabliſhment that was in the 
World, but to command his Followers to pay 
Submiſſion to the Powers that were in Being, 
and to be ſubject to thoſe Political Regulations 


that were not contrary to the Spiritual Laws 


of his Goſpel ; that he did not change the Na- 


ture and Meaſure of Obedience to Civil Go- 
vernment, but only enforce the ſtanding Rule 


of Obedience, with the n&w Sanction of the 


fetch the Meaſure of our Obedience to Gover- 


nors, from thoſe Political Conſtitutions that 
are in force in the World, and explain the ge- 
neral Goſpel Rule of Obedience, by the parti- 
cular Laws of Civil Governments, +- © 


_ Fifthly, It is & Blemiſh in our excellent 


- Goſpel ; whence it is evident, that we muſt 


Church, to have this Doctrine of Submiſſion - 


to Civil Government, fo oft adapted, as it is, 


to the ambition of Governors, and to the ſe- 
ditious Inclinations of the People, and under 
theſe temporizing Miſtakes, we have been 


threat'ned with Oppreſſion from the Preroga- 


tive, and haraſs'd with the wild Spirit of Se- 


dition; bs in theſe Schemes, Men have 


more conſifted their own mercenary Views, 


than the Honour of God, and the good of the 
Society, the Principal End of all Government, 
for the Promotion of the good of the Society. 


* 
* 7 

1 

. ” ” 
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—— en CENCE 


e ame Was ordained by 60d, 224 Laws 


; 7 and Iaſtitutions have been framed by Eil 


tures upon Earth. | 
The good of the zovern'd Society, is the 


| Rom. xiii. 


25 4 Ordinance of God to thee for goa; 


and the chief View Supreme Le- 
| giſlatures propole to themſelves in their Poli- 


tical Inſtitutions; and thus in the Nature of 


the Thing itſelf, when any human Ordinance, 
Law, or Sanckion proves fatal in its Conſe- 
quences to the Subſtantial Good of the Com- 


munity, theſe Laws ceaſe to oblige; for the 
good of the Community is the main end of 


Civil Laws, and when theſe Laws prove, by 
unforeſeen Accidents, detrimental to the Pub- 
lick, their Obligation ceaſes, for in Reaſon, 
theſe Means muſt be odr vient to the End, 

and human Laws being the Means to promote 
the Publick Good, and the main View of hu- 
man Laws, when human Laws become pre- 
judicial to the end of their Inſtitution, they 
+ Jooſe their Vertue, for the Means muſt give 
Way to the End, and not the End to >the 
Means; human Laws muſt ſubmit to the 
Publick Good, and not the Publick Good to 


the Laws. 


If we may ſafely 
Rule, for the wt of Political Submiſſion, 
it is certainly the Publick Good'; for when 
aws and Conſtitutions, by Accidents and 
©. Eontingeacies, by the Alteration of Circum- 

of ances, and the Change of the Face of Affairs, 
. "ERS . 3 50 not 


main end of Government, It 7s an 


lay down any general 
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nor dilcermble. by human Foreſight, become 
burdenſom and prejudicial to the Welfare of 
the Community, the obliging Vertue of ſuch 
Laws is actually ſuſpended ; for the Old Ro- 
men. Formulary, Ne quid detrimenti reſpublica 
capiat, takes place in ſuch unforeſeen Caſes. _ 
This Conſideration juſtifies the Meaſures, 
that were taken to bring about our LAT E. 
REVOLUTION, altho' ev'ry Step that 
was taken in that Memorable Affair, perhaps 
was not exactly conformable to ſome Political 
Conſtitutions in Force amongſt us; for altho? 
human Laws make no Proviſion for ſuch Ex- 
traordinary Turns, yet the Publick Good 
takes Place in ſuch Unforeſeen Caſes, and 
juſtifies any Oppoſition to particular Laws, 
that are become grievous and ruinous to the 
Publick, by reaſon of ſome contingent Alte- 
ration in the Circumſtances of the Caſe of 
Political Obedience. Leges neceſſe et conftitui 
generaliter per reſpectum ad ea, que plerumq; ſieri 
ſolent, non autem ad omnia quæ contingere poſſunt 
in particulari. Vide Sanaerſon's Prel. „ 
To illuſtrate this Opinion in a familiar Caſe, 
The Puniſhment of Capital Malefactors, is 
doubtleſs neceſſary, to preſerve the Quiet and 
Peace of Civil Government, but when the Pu- 
niſhment of MalefaCtors, by reaſon of their 
Number, Quality, and Power, puts the State 
into Convulſions, and is likely to do more + 
Harm, than Good to the Publick, then un- 


7 


* 
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doubtedly, it becomes the Duty of the Su- 


preme Magiſtrate, to diſpenſe With the Exe. 
TV cution 
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14 The Duty of Obedience 
cCution of the Laws, and to pardon the Of. 
fender, or Offenders; becauſe the Chief End, 
and Deſign of Ordaining Puniſhments for Criti. 
cal Offences, is the Security and Peace of the 
Community, and not to gratify the Reſentments 
of Legiſlatures, or to ſecure any Intereſts or Par- 
ties, contradiſtinguiſh'd to the known Good of 
the Community: When the Execution of Crimi. 
nals brings more Harm than Good to the Szate, 
the Execution of ſuch Criminals, altho* they have 
forſeited their Lives, Fortunes, and Eftates to the 
Law, is imprudent and unjuſt, and contrary 
to that Care and Concern, the Supreme Ma- 
__  eiſtrate is oblig'd in Conſcience to take of the 
__- Community, over which he preſides, and in 
the Government of which Community, he is 
| engag'd by the Nature of his great 
. Rom. xiii. 3. Truſt, to be a Miniſter of God to 
t . thee for good ; the Puniſhment of 
_ MalefaQors being the Means, that is ordain'd 
by the Wiſdom of Legiſlatures, to promote 
the Good of the Community, to ſecure the 
1 Quiet and Properties of Men, and to curb the 
* evil Diſpoſitions of unſociable Creatures, where 
I. the Puniſhment of Malefactors doth not advance 
 - ., theſe Ends, but appatently propagates Coxfs- 
13 {ion and Diſorders; there the Execution of the 
| higheſt Criminals ought to be ſuſpended in 
| _ ._ : Juttice;' becauſe the Means are not ſubſervi- 
ent to the Defign and End of puniſhing Male- 
factors, the Promotion of the Publick Good, 
hut on the contrary, highly miſchievous to the 
Community, in raiſing and fermenting Pub- 
| lick Piſcontent and Uneaſinefs la 
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Having open'd the Duty of Sahmiſian to 
Civil Government, I am now come to 
ſpeak to the Duty, that is incumbent on 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, To pat their 
People in mind to be ſubjett to Principalities 
fo and Powers. e 
y of the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, To put the People in mind to be ſabject to 
Ln Fai act and Powers, as this is made a 
Branch of their Paſtoral Care, in thoſe Inſtruc- 
tions St. Paul gave Titus, and thro' him to all 
the ſucceeding Miniſters in the Church o 
, VVA 
2aly, As the Arguments of the Goſpel are 
the moſt forcible in the Caſe of Submiſſion, 
and likely to prevail over the Hearts and In- 
clinations of Men. V 
1ſt. When St. Paul appointed Titus to go- 
vern the Church of Chriſt he had planted in 


ff. It is the Dut 


Crete, he gave him certain Inſtructions to ob- 


ſerve in the Diſcharge of his Paſtoral Office; 
and this amongſt ſome others, is one, To pat 
them in mind (the Seditious and Factious Cre- 
tans, for Annotators tell us, they were a very 
turbulent and diſquiet Generation of People, 
and frequently rebellious } zo be ſubject to Prin- 
cipalities and Powers; as the Holy Scriptures 
were writtea for the perpetual aud ſtanding 
Ute of the Church of God, it cannot be a Mat- 


ter of any doubt, but that all thoſe, who have 
the Honour 10 be Miniſters of Chriſt, are con- . 


card 


| 1 "The Dat if Geer 


| Tha; in theſe Inſtructions, and undder = 
. ſtrongeſt Obligation to make them tlie Rules 
of their Conduct in the Diſcharge of their 


Miniſtry.” 
The Inculcation af his Scripture Rule, can 


never be out of Seaſon, The Word of 3 


always profitable for Inſtruction, but in ſuch 
tempeltuous Days as thele, wherein the Spirit 
of Sedition rages amonglt us; We, who are 


the Miniiters of the Goſpel, are. under double 
Obligations, i» Seaſon, and out of Sraſon, to put 
Jon. in mind to be ſubject to Principalities and 


Powers; tor if we, who have the 


Eze. xxxih'6, - Honor: to be the Watchmen of 


Chriſt, ſee the Sword come, and 
blow not the Trumpet, if the Sword comes, and 
takes ay Perſon from amongſt us, he ts taken away 
in his Iniquity, but God will 2 his Blood at 


the Watehman's hand. 


LI am ſenſible, Politicks i: 1 eſreciah "3 ſome 
perſons, to be a Matter foreign to the Office 


„ Preacher of the Goſpel, and that in hand- 
ling this Point, we wander from our Duty; 1 
am not much concern'd for the Authority "of 


this Opinion, ſure T am; St. Paal had other 
Thoughts of this Matter, who hath made ir 
our Duty, To put you in mind to be ſt 1 1bject to 

|  Prinaipalities and Powers; We are 


Eph. i. 15. . Miniſters of the Goſpel of Peace, 


and the Publick Officers of the 


Eternal Prince of Peace, wherefore we arc 
undoubtedly COnchrned in the Propagation of 
i Feace amongſt Men. 5 
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miſſion, are brought from the Terror of the 
Axe and Halter, from the confiſcation of 
Goods and forfeiture of Eſtates; I muſt own. 
that theſe Motives to Political Obedience, are 
Natural and Strong, and come home to the 
firſt and moſt prevalent Paſſions of Men, but 
now they are only forcible, in Caſes where. 
Rebellion and Sedition cannot be formed with 
Succeſs, and where the Law and Eſtabliſhed 
Conſtitution proves too ſtrong for the Conſpi- 
rators; for When Rebellion proves ſucceſsſul, 
when the Number and Power of the Conſpi- 
rators maſters the Law, the Arguments to 
Obedience to Government, that are brought 
from the Block and Halter looſe their Efficacy. 
But thole Reaſons upon which the Chriſti- 

an Religion grounds the Duty of Submiſſion 

to Civil Government, cannot be defeated by 

the molt proſperous Rebellion, for theſe awe 
the Soul, and engage us to be ſubject to Prin- 
cipalities and Powers, upon the Peril of our 
Eternal Damnation, Wherefore ({ays the Wil- 
dom of God) we muſt needs be ſu. 
ject, not only for Wrath, bat alſo for Ron. xi. 5. 
Conſcience ſake ;/ for if we reſiſt the © 
ligher Powers, we ſbail rective to ourſelves Dam- 
nation. A terrible Sanction, the ſtrongeſt Se- 
curity. of Civil Goverament, that no ſucceſfs- 
fu} Conſpiracy. can eſcape, no formidable Re-' 
©: ST h 11% DEWor 
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18 Tbe Duty of Obedience 


bellion ſuſpend, that makes the Rebel ſick in 
his Succeſs, and uneaſy to himſelf in the mid - 
dle of his unnatural 'Iriumphs. © 

I am ſenſible, this Sanction of Damnation, 
upon which our Goſpel enforces the Duty of 
Political Submiſſion, is weak'ned in forme Mo- 


dern Plans, I have ſeen, upon this Subject, 


wherein they pretend that the Original Word, 


Ke, which in our common Text is ren— 


dered Damnation, doth not ſignify in its na- 
tural and ſcriptural Propriety an eternal Pu- 
niſhment, but a tempora! Puniſhment, Supreme 


Legillatures would regularly inflict upon un- 
proſperous Rebellions. ns 5 


I do own that KeJua, doth in its natural 
Propriety, and ſometimes in the ſcriptural 
Senſe of it, ſignify no more than a temporal 
Puniſhment, ſome afflickion of Body, finite in 
its duration; but in thoſe Places of Scripture 
where it amounts to more than this (give me 
leave to obſerve) it is not made the penal 
Sanction of any Law, but is only Narrative 
of ſome contingent Affliction and Puniſhment, 


God Almighty did in thoſe Days think proper 
to lay upon 90 


me particular Cafes of Diſobe- 
dence to his Will; but whenever Kezux is 


made the penal Sanction of any Goſpel Ordi- 


nance, it doth repreſent ſome Paniſhmeat that 
e 

This Import of the Word is agreeable to 
the juſt Nature of the Goſpel- penal Sanctions, 


which in Oppoſition to the Sanctions of the 


Moſaick Ordinances, which, in the main, were 
temporal, do conſtantly ſignify penal 515 


3 
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And this Interprerarion of the Word is ſuta- 
ble to the Nature of our Lord's 18 
King dum 7 which is not of this Joh. xviii. 36 
World; whence it is apparent. 
that the Sanctions of Chri#”s Laws muſt take 
Place in His own Kingdom; for the Office 
of Rewaraing and Paniſbing is Supreme and 
Regal, and the Conſtitution of Chriſt's Ring- 
dom being Eternal, the Royal Acts of Re- 
warding and Puniſbing, which Chriſt will exe- 
cute 1a His own Kingdom muſt be Eternal, 
of the Nature of His Kingdom ; then Theſe 
a go away into Everlaſting Pu. 
* niſpment ; but the Righteous into Mat. æxiv. 46 
Life Eternal. e ee 
Upon what has been ſaid, give me Leave 
to make theſe following Obſervations. 
1ſt. That the Arguments upon which our 
Cel enforces Submiſſion to Civil Government, 
are the beſt Fences, and Barriers of human 
Conſtitutions ; and thoſe Scioliſts who would 
exclude this Subject from the Pulpit, are 
 fonder of their Opinions, than of the Infalli- 
ble Judgment of St. Paul, who hath in his 
Charge to Titus, made it our Duty To put 
you in mind to be ſubjett to Principalities and 
Powers, and do deprive Civil Governments of 
their Strongeſt Defence and Security. 
241), That it is the Ju Interest of all Ci- 
vil Governments, to encourage and protect 


ons; eien, as it makes the Trueſt Proviſion for the 
WE WHappineſs and Honour of Crowns, and for 
Vers che Peace and Welfare of the Subjects, in 

— — e -—+——— nem 
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the Publick Proteſſion of the Chriſtian Reli- 
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particular Cafe, weaken or deſtroy the Re. 
lative Duties; but enforces all cheſs with the 
Strongelt Engagements. 
4, What hath beenralready handPd, is 
enough to implant a juſt Dread and Abhorrence 
of. Rebellion in Men; but in particular, of 
THAT REBELLION, that is begun among us, 
inflam'd with the greateſt 4egrawations ; which 
is the Third Point I promited to conſider. 
 1/t. The Name of REBELLION carries in 
it a World of Iniquity ; and by Rebellion, 1 
mean, That Refiſtarice which is made acainſt the 
Supreme Power governing by Law, and Executi:? 
the Law for the Good of the Community, 
This Rebellin is a Sin of a complicated Na- 
ture, a Sin againſt God, a Sin againſt the Su- 
preme Power, the Repreſentative of God up— 
on Earth, a Sin againſt our own Country, Re- 
lations, ard Friends, that engages Men in 
Murder, in the Profanation of Things Sacred, 
in the Violation of their Oaths, in the Ruin of 
their Polterity and Family, and the Devaſta— 
tron of that dear Country, that gave them 
their hr{t Breath, that made them Freemen, 
that made them Eritons, that made them 
Christians; Names and Privileges, that de- 
ſerves better Returns in Duty and Gratitude ; 
and Conſiderations that ought to weigh with 
all Good end-Wite Men. TE W480 
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Wars, of any Name, — ſhock the firmeſt Naters 


ahuman to delight in the Blood and Miſery of our Iu. 


Fellow-Creatures, and the moſt Generous and 9 
are the moſt ſenſible of this; but Civil Wars ate gra- 
ting and deſperate to the laſt Degree; they come 

near us, when a Mau Foes ſhall be they of his own © 
Houſhold ; when Diſcord and Fury ſhall rage amongſt 
old F riends and Neighbours, and raviſh the Sacred 
Bonds of Humanity; when we ſhall walk and ſleep 


in Danger, and eat our Morſel with Fear and Trem- 


bling 3 when we ſhall he arm'd againſt one another 
with Treachery and Perfidiouſneſs, and under Ap- 
prehenſions of falling a Sacrifice to thoſe that hate 
us; when Property and Right ſhall be confounded ; 
when Innocence and Modeſty ſhall be no Protection 3 
when nothing ſhall be heard in our Streets, but Com- 
plaining and Leading into Captivity 3 when our owt 
Hands ſhall work our Ruin, and our Sins and Paſſions 
contrive our Miſery. . 
Thus all the great Empires of the World have 

fallen, have been ſunk under the glortous Weight of 
Foreign Victories and Trophies, by their own Hands 
and Paſſions.” 


24ly, Moſt of thoſe Rebellions, our Fathers have w 


told us of, have pleaded in their Juſtification Male- 
Ad miaiſtrations, Publick Grievances and Oppreſſi- 


ons, the Violation of the Law; and the Inſolence of 


Favourites of State, Matters that are popular and 
plauſible; but our preſent Rebellion is without any 
Pretence that ſounds well; ; it carries Guilt 1 in its 


faireſt Complexion. 


For l do not know, and I have obſer ved Mat- 
ters as well as I am able, that there hath been 


one Arbitrary or Illegal Act in the Publick Ad- 


miniſtration, ſince His Majeſty's Happy Acceſſion 
to the Throne, any Stretch of the Prerogative that 
can afford Matter of juſt Complaint, or any Fa- 
vourite of State $kreen'd from juſtice; and thoſe. 
Affairs which are mage the Pretences of our Un- 


eaſineſs, 
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eaſineſs, have been diſpatch'd. according to the 


Cuſtomary Forms of Proceedings in Parliament, 
and Weſtmipſic:-hallin ſuch Matters; fo that we 


may affirm, that Al Things continue as they were 


fr om the beginning, ſince the Fathers fell aſleep ; but. ſtill - 
we are uneaſy at we know not what: It is, cer- 


talaly, an Infatuation, that we are not ſenſible of 
our Happineſs. | Wer 


. Zaly, 1. cannot conceal,from you, and indeed, I 


am concern'd, I have ſuch Occaſioa to complain, 
That the Ungrateful and Scandalous Report of 


The Church's being in Danger under the Preſent Ad- 
miniſtration, that hath been artfully carry'd about 
to ferment thoſe Rebellious Diſpoſitions that ſhow 
themſelves amongſt us, and to prepare unguarded 


People for the Deſtruction of the Church and State, 


is the moſt Viſible Cauſe of our preſent Misfortunes. 

Believe me, the Church is in no Danger under the 
Preſent Adminiſtration, it is ſecure under His Ma- 
jeſty's Oaths and Promiſes, it is fenced about with 
the Hearts and Judgments of thoſe Patriots, who 
have the Honour to be employ'd in the immediate 
Service of the Court, or to repreſent us in Parlia- 
ment; Patriots, who have an Hereditary Affection 


for Her, deriv'd from the Blood of Anceſtors, emi- 


nent for their Loyalty to the Crown, and Steadi— 


neſs to the Church in Times of Confuſion; when thoſe 


wha are extoll'd by an ignorant Zeal for True Sus of 
the Church, are but newly engrafted in its Body from 


Antimonarchical and Puritanical Stocks ;, the Church is 


built upon the unſhaken Rock of the Promiſes of Clriſt, 


: and ſo guarded bY the ſpectal Providence of God, that 


the Gates of Hell, the Malice and Intereſted Views of 
ill Men, can never prevail againſt it; for whoſoever ſhalt 
fall on this Stone ſhall be broken ;, but on 


| Mat. xi. 44. who m ſoe ver it ſhall fail, it will grind him | 


. to Pomder. gh | 
But this Excellent Church is in Danger from our Di- 


viſions, theſe weaken her Barriers, and will demo- 
| a Ba- 
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_ | to Civil Government. 23 
8 liſh her Fortifications, thoſe Fences His Gracious 
1 Majeſty, hath taken all Opportunities to ſtrengthen 
5 with Legal Proviſions, with Additional Revenues, and a 
11 - Royal Gift; this Proviſion was laid by our late Queen 2 
* of Pious Memory; but it hath recciv'd its finiſhing 
f Stroak from His Preſent Majeſty : And can you now, 
I beſeech you, ſeriouſly believe the Church to be in dan- 
1 ger under the preſent Adminiſtration, who hath 
= done ſuch great Things for it already? Methinks, I 
1 ſee you checking yourſelves, for that Credit you have 
A giv'n to ſo Ruinous a Deluſion and Falſe Report. 
f This is certainly the Maſter-ptece of Rome, to re- 
7 cover an expiring Cauſe, that muſt humanly ſpeak 
1 ing be for ever extinguiſh'd by His Majeſty's Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Throne, happy in a numerous Family of 
Y Proteſtants, unleſs it be reviv'd by our unnatural 
. Diviſions, the only Way that is now left, to ſettle 
; Popery amongſt us. | 


The publick Declarations, Proclamations, and 
Actings of the Nirthera Rebels, have now open'd 
the Scene of Wickedneſs, that is laid to bring in the 
Pretender, a Per ſon of a dubious Character, whoſe 
| Title to the Throne we have diſclaim'd, ſolemnly 

| abjur'd, and excluded by Laws, and againſt his Pre- 
tenſions, ſeconded by the Scourge of Europe, we. 
| have e. our Religion and Liberty, at the ge- 
* nerous Expence of much Blood and Treaſure; and 
have oft in the Courſe of thoſe wonderful Vidtories 
God hath bleſſed us with in this Cavſe (under the 
conſummate Captain of his Age, whoſe Vertues aud 
Trophies were once too Bright to ſhine in a dark 
and ungrateful Court) aſſembl'd in this Holy Place 
with Hearts full of Joy, to give Thanks to Almighry 
God ; and are we weary of that Liberty, with which 
God hath made us ſree; of that Holy Religion he hath 
preſerv'd amongſt us? and of the Bleſſing of a Pro- 
teſtant Prince God hath ſet over us? that we ſhou'd 
by our Diviſions, lay upon ourſelves and Natiou that 
| Toke of Bondage neither we nor our Fathers could bear. 
TO 9 r 
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2 The Duty of Obedience, &c. 

Wghelieve me, Popery is the ſame Thing now, it was 
in the Days of our Fathers; a tyrannical and bloody 
Keligion, a bitter Enemy to Proteſtants, for Conſci- 
ende ſake, and a cruel Butcher of thoſe, who werſhip 


the God of their Fathers, after the way which they call 


* Hereſy , and that it is mad and fooliſh to expect, that 


a Proteſtant Church, can ever be ſafe under a Popiſ) 


Governor, who places extraordinary Merit in the 
Perſecution of it, and will come amongſt us edg'd 
with Reſentments, for keeping hum ſo long out of 


the Poſleſſion of that Throne, he is Willing to be- 


lie ve to be his own. 


Altho' the Iniquity of our unſettl'd Times puts me 


upon ſaying ſuch Things as theſe, yet I am perſwaded 


better Things of you, my Brethren, and Thinos which 


ma fte for. your own Salvation, and our common Peace. 


Go on therefore as you do, in your ſteddy adhe- 
rance to the Communion of that Church, who juſt- 
ly Glories in the Loyalty of Her Principles, and in 


| the conſtant Practice of thoſe plain Laws of God, 


which teach you, To Fear God, and 

Prov. xxiy. Honour the King, and not to medale with 
21. FR: 

3 them who 47 e given to Change; to be ſub- 
. jet to the higher Powers, to the Powers 
that be, for they are Ordein'd of God: 5 
Sive me leave to tell you, it is your Happineſs 
to know that this is your Duty, your Education 
hath been in that Church, whoſe Loyalty is ſpoken 


of throughout the World; however, it is my Duty, 
altho' you know it already, To put you in mind to be 


ſubjecl to Principalities and Powers, to fortify your 


Souls with Aatidotes againſt that Witchcraft of Re- 


bellion, that hath bewiteh' d many, that they ſhould noi 


_ believe the Truth, and will, without a ſpecial Repen- 
' tance, ruin their Fortune in this World, and their 
Sonls and Bodies in the World that is to come. 

I pray to God to give them a hearty Senſe of iber Sins, and in 


.... *brang them to Kepentance and Salvation; and that we all, in 


WS of Perils, may fee the Things which make for ou 


” i, Fee. fore they be bidden from our Eyes, 


FINIS. 


